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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

Novels  

Read and listen to 

learn by exposing 

students to a 

variety of genres 

and 

comprehension 

strategies. 

 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

Speak to express 

thoughts 

effectively by 

using spoken and 

visual language to 

communicate 

effectively. 

 

* There are 

specific maps per 

book, also. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

What elements of 

literature help to 

define and to 

support the 

underlying theme of 

the work? 

  

How do style, tone, 

and structure 

provide the back 

bone to a work? 

  

What places do the 

historical period 

and corresponding 

social values take in 

a work? 

 

How do historical 

circumstances 

impact the 

characters’ 

decisions?  

 

How are larger 

social themes 

reflected in the 

novel?  

 

How does writing 

style reflect the 

time and place in 

which it was 

written?  

Crime and Punishment 
A Farewell To Arms,  
The Awakening,  
Hamlet,  
The Stranger,  
A Portrait of an Artist as a 
Young Man,  
The Catcher in the Rye,  
The Sound and The Fury,  
The Heart of Darkness,  
Invisible Man,  
All The Pretty Horses,  
Slaughterhouse Five,  
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern 
Are Dead,  
Ethan Frome,  
Frankenstein.   

*Approved Novels  

 

 

 

Analyze historical, social, 

and cultural context of 

setting in a literary work, 

noticing any historical 

and literary allusions and 

how these influence 

themes. 

 

Explain how literary 

techniques such as 

foreshadowing, irony, and 

flashback shape the plot 

of a literary text and 

how the order of events, 

subplots, and parallel 

plots advance the 

suspense or tension. 

 

Analyze the author’s use 

of point of view, voice, 

and mood, tone (informal 

or formal). 

 

Compare/contrast the 

author’s use of direct 

characterization with 

how characters reveal 

traits about themselves 

from dialect, interactions 

with other characters 

and monologues.   

 

Analyze how characters 

develop conflicts over 

Tests 

Discussion 

Papers 

Socratic Seminar 

Essays 

Homework 

Creative Projects 

Extra/ Supplemental 

Materials 

-Articles relevant to 

topics 

-Movies/clips 

-Music 

-Media Resources 

-Internet Sites 
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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

 

Why is this novel 

important to your 

life, the world and 

humanity in 

general?   

 

 How does an 

author convey 

theme and 

character 

development in a 

novel?  

 
 

 

the course of the text, 

advancing the plot and/or 

themes. 

 

Determine central ideas 

or themes of a text and 

analyze their 

development; cite key 

supporting details and 

ideas. 

 

Analyze both what the 

text says explicitly as 

well as inferences that 

can be drawn. 

 

Analyze how two or more 

texts address similar 

themes or subjects, and 

compare the approaches 

the authors take. 

 

Analyze symbolism as 

used in the text, citing 

examples to back up the 

interpretation. 

 

Interpret words as they 

are used in a text, 

including technical, 

connotative, and 

figurative meanings, and 

explain how specific word 

choices shape meaning or 

tone. 
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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

Read complex texts 

independently, 

proficiently, and fluently, 

sustaining concentration, 

monitoring 

comprehension, and 

rereading as needed. 

 

Analyze the use of poetic 

language such as imagery, 

similes, metaphors, 

hyperbole, 

personification, 

onomatopoeia, 

alliteration, and 

assonance. 

 

Analyze the tragic hero 

and tragic flaw in a 

tragedy. 

 

Analyze how the author’s 

choice of genre impacts 

the expression of a 

theme or topic 

 

Compare the written 

piece of literature to 

movie adaptations, 

expressing opinions on 

the movie’s treatment of 

the literature.  

 

Examine an author’s 

implicit and explicit 

philosophical assumptions 
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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

and beliefs about a 

subject. 

 

Analyze variations of 

universal themes in 

literary texts. 

 

Recognize and 

differentiate 

characteristics of 

subgenres, including 

satire, parody and 

allegory, and explain how 

choice of genre affects 

the expression of theme 

or topic. 

 

Evaluate ways authors 

develop point of view and 

style to achieve specific 

rhetorical and aesthetic 

purposes (e.g., 

symbolism), citing 

specific examples from 

text to support analysis. 

 

Analyze how an author 

uses figurative language 

and 

literary techniques to 

shape plot and set 

meaning. 

 

 Critique an author’s 

style. 
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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

Describe and analyze the 

elements of character 

development. 

 

Analyze the importance 

of setting. 

 

Identify the elements of 

plot 

and establish a 

connection 

between an element and a 

future event. 

 

Demonstrate 

comprehension 

by inferring themes, 

patterns 

and symbols. 

 

Identify similarities and 

differences of various 

literary 

forms and genres. 

 

Explain how figurative 

language expresses ideas 

and conveys mood 

 

 

Terms 

What is 

What are the key 

components of 

literature?  

 

The components of literature:  

 point of view  

Discover how the 

components of 

literature combine to 

create a work of 

Tests 

Quizzes 

 

Locate terms from 

various genres of 

literature 
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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

literature? 

Read and listen to 

learn by exposing 

students to a 

variety of genres 

and 

comprehension 

strategies. 

 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

Speak to express 

thoughts 

effectively by 

using spoken and 

visual language to 

communicate 

effectively. 

 

 

How do we identify 

the key components 

of literature?  

 

How do the key 

components of 

literature work 

together to create 

a unified work?  

 

How does an 

author convey 

theme and 

character 

development in a 

novel?  

 

 
 

 themes/meaning  

 tone/attitude  

 universality  

 literary merit  

 diction  

 syntax 

 

 

prose.  

Distinguish between 

a work of literary 

merit and one that is 

not. 

Analyze a novel and 

explain clearly how 

the theme is 

developed through 

plot and one other 

element such as 

figurative language, 

tone, syntax, 

characterization, 

mood,  

Explain what makes 

a work one of 

literary merit.  

Read complex texts 

independently, 

proficiently, and 

fluently, sustaining 

concentration, 

monitoring 

comprehension, and 

rereading as needed. 
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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

 

 

Literary 

Analysis 
 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

 

What are various 

methods to 

effectively 

formulate and 

present ideas 

about a piece of 

literature?  

 

What are various 

methods to 

analyze the 

possible 

meaning(s) of a 

text? 

 

What is the 

appropriate way 

to cite literature 

sources in an 

essay? 

 

What are the 

common 

characteristics 

and techniques of 

good writing 

shared across 

genre? 

 

How does an 

author convey 

 

Writing Process 

• Identify audience 

• Identify subject 

• Pre-write using appropriate 

graphic organizer for genre 

• Draft 

• Revise/peer revision 

• Edit/peer editing 

• Publish 

• Proofread 

• Use writing rubrics for 

   self-evaluation 

• Write reflective pieces 

• Set writing goals 

• Discuss and create Rubrics 

 

 

 

The thesis statement 

will establish the 

position in the paper 

and the audience.  No 

first person will be 

used. 

 

Organization will 

reflect the audience 

and goals of the essay, 

flowing from the 

thesis through the 

body to the strong 

conclusion. 

 

Strong transitions 

between paragraphs 

will move beyond single 

words and into full 

sentences. 

 

Students will write a 

literary 

analysis that does 

some of the following: 

a. analyzes the 

author’s use of literary 

elements 

b. analyzes different 

elements of 

figurative language 
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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

theme and 

character 

development in a 

novel?  

 

What importance 

does analyzing 

and supporting 

our thoughts and 

ideas play in 

writing?  

 

How do we 

support our ideas 

and thoughts in 

an analysis of a 

book or a play?  

 

Why are 

parenthetical 

citations 

necessary? 

 
 

c. compares the 

illustration of the 

same theme in two 

different literary 

genres, using their 

structural features as 

the basis 

for the comparison 

d. identifies how an 

author's choice of 

words and imagery 

sets the tone and 

advances the work's 

theme 

 
 

Vocabulary 
 Read and listen 

to learn by 

exposing students 

to a variety of 

genres and 

comprehension 

strategies. 

 

How do various 

literary terms apply 

to the literature 

that we read 

and/or study?  

 

Why is the 

discussion of 

literary terms 

Key literary terms essential to 

analysis of literature* 

ACT Power Plus for the 

New SAT 

 

  

Analyze the 

relationships of pairs 

of words in analogical 

statements (e.g., 

synonyms and 

antonyms, connotation 

and denotation) and 

evaluate the 

Tests 

Quizzes 

 

PowerPoint 

Identification of words in 

other sources 

Inclusion of words in 

essay papers 
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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

Speak to express 

thoughts 

effectively by 

using spoken and 

visual language to 

communicate 

effectively. 

 

important?  

 

In what ways do 

they enhance our 

analysis of each 

work? 

How is meaning 

derived from 

word patterns 

(e.g., roots, 

prefixes, 

suffixes)? 

 

How does an 

expansive and 

growing 

vocabulary base 

add to a person’s 

overall ability to 

communicate? 

 

How can the 

meaning of 

unfamiliar 

vocabulary words 

be understood 

through context 

clues? 

 

 

 

*List of terms: diction, 

figurative language (imagery, 

metaphor, simile), connotative, 

denotative, narrative 

techniques/devices (syntax, 

point of view, dialog, interior 

monologue, time manipulation, 

hyperbole, understatement, 

rhetorical technique, irony, 

sarcasm, paradox), rhetorical 

strategy, tone 

 

 

effectiveness of 

analogous 

relationships. 

 

Use knowledge of 

Greek, Latin and 

Anglo-Saxon roots, 

prefixes and suffixes 

to understand complex 

words and to recognize 

the relationships 

between words. 

 

Clarify meaning of 

unknown words 

through the use of 

strategies such as 

semantic (context) 

clues, syntax clues, and 

the use of reference 

materials. 

 

Distinguish a word 

from other words with 

similar denotations but 

different 

connotations. 

 

Use grade-appropriate 

vocabulary in writing.  
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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Independent 

Reading 

 

 

What are the 

benefits of being 

a life-long 

reader? 

 

How can you 

express your love 

of a book? 

 

What criterion is 

important when 

you select a book 

of choice? 

 

 

 

Choice Reading  

 

Independently chosen 

books 

 

 

 

Independently read 

books for various 

purposes.  

 

Apply literary skills to 

independently chosen 

books.   

 

 

Various creative 

projects 

 

Tests 

 

Writing responses 

 

Letters to 

Authors 

 

 

School media center 

 

Public library 

 

Book recommendations  

 

Speeches to convey 

understanding 

 

Posters 

 

Projects 

 

Writing assignments 

 

Book talks 

Poetry 

Read and listen to 

learn by exposing 

students to a 

variety of genres 

and 

comprehension 

strategies. 

 

Write to express 

How does poetry 

differ from 

prose?  

 

How can we 

effectively 

analyze a poem?  

 

How do literary 

devices and 

Terms related to poetry  

 

TP-CASTT analysis  

 

A multitude of poems from 

various literary periods 

 

 

Understand how to 

read a poem  

Analyze poetry (TP-

CASTT)  

Analyze the use of 

poetic language such as 

imagery, similes, 

metaphors, hyperbole, 

personification, 

PowerPoint’s 

Papers 

Socratic Seminars 

Projects 

Tests 

Quizzes 

Discussion 

Presentations 

Internet Resources 
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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

Speak to express 

thoughts 

effectively by 

using spoken and 

visual language to 

communicate 

effectively. 

 

figurative 

language enhance 

(provide and 

support meaning) 

poetry?  

 

Does poetry 

adequately 

portray our world 

and our lives? 

Why or why not? 

 

onomatopoeia, 

alliteration, and 

assonance. 

 

Analyze the structure 

of poetry such as 

rhyme scheme, meter, 

traditional and/or free 

verse. 

 

Analyze the structure 

of various kinds of 

sonnets 

(Shakespearean, 

Petrarchan, etc.). 

 

 

 

AP test 

preparation 

Read and listen 

to learn by 

exposing 

students to a 

variety of 

genres and 

comprehension 

strategies. 

 

Write to 

How should each 

prompt be 

analyzed?  

 

Using the rule of 

three, how should 

this specific 

prompt be 

addressed?  

 

How should "best 

answer" questions 

be examined?  

How to answer an essay 

question  

 

How to approach multiple 

choice questions 

 

 

Practice essay 

prompts and 

evaluate them--

every third week 

throughout the 

year.  

Practice multiple 

choice tests and 

evaluate them--

once per month 

throughout the 

year. 

Tests 

Workbook 

Homework 

Practice tests 

Workbooks 
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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

express 

thoughts by 

using writing 

process to 

produce a 

variety of 

written works. 

 

Speak to 

express 

thoughts 

effectively by 

using spoken and 

visual language 

to communicate 

effectively. 

 

 

How do the 

multiple choice 

questions 

exemplify 

Bloom's 

Taxonomy?  

 

 

Practice taking the 

whole test.  

Evaluation of the 

test based on our 

discussions and 

scoring throughout 

the year  

 

 

      

Short 

stories 

Read and listen 

to learn by 

exposing 

students to a 

variety of 

genres and 

comprehension 

strategies. 

 

Write to 

express 

 

How do short 

stories convey 

the various 

elements of 

literature?  

 

What connection 

do short stories 

written years ago 

have with our 

lives today? 

 

What elements 

Theme & motif  

 

Character  

 

Symbolism 

 

Plot  

  

Setting 

Through the use of 

the short story, the 

students will 

recognize how 

character, setting 

and plot are 

interwoven and 

developed through 

the author's style 

and how these along 

with symbols create 

themes or motifs.  

The students will 

 

Tests 

Discussion 

Papers 

Socratic Seminar 

Essays 

Homework 

Creative Projects 

 

Extra/ Supplemental 

Materials 

-Articles relevant to 

topics 

-Movies/clips 

-Music 

-Media Resources 

-Internet Sites 
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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

thoughts by 

using writing 

process to 

produce a 

variety of 

written works. 

 

Speak to 

express 

thoughts 

effectively by 

using spoken and 

visual language 

to communicate 

effectively. 

 

for literature 

help to define 

and to support 

the underlying 

theme of the 

work? 

 

 How do style, 

tone, and 

structure provide 

the back bone to 

a work 

  

Style 

 

 

analyze and 

determine 

connections 

between the 

stories and other 

works of literature 

as well as 

contemporary life.  

 

 

      

Drama 

 

How does the 

past affect our 

relationships? 

Why does it? 

  

Can we escape or 

change our life? 

Why or why not? 

  

Where did the 

concepts of good 

and evil 

The Glass Menagerie by 

Tennessee Williams 

A Doll House by Henrik 

Ibsen 

Fences by August Wilson 
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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

originate? How do 

we discern them 

in our 

relationships? 

  

How does the 

style of this play 

support the 

meanings?  

 

What elements 

for literature 

help to define 

and to support 

the underlying 

theme of the 

work? How do 

style, tone, and 

structure provide 

the back bone to 

a work? 

What places do 

the historical 

period and 

corresponding 

social values take 

in a work? 

How does an 
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Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

author convey 

theme and 

character 

development in a 

novel?  

 

What importance 

does analyzing 

and supporting 

our thoughts and 

ideas play in 

writing?  

 

How do we 

support our ideas 

and thoughts in 

an analysis of a 

book or a play?  

 

Why are 

parenthetical 

citations 

necessary 

 

      

Hamlet 

  

How do the 

elements of 

tragedy apply to 

this play?  

 

Is Hamlet truly 

mad or just 

The Tragedy of Hamlet, 

Prince of Denmark by 

William Shakespeare 

 

Reading for 

meaning  

Recognizing the 

development of the 

five act play  

  



Curriculum Map-- Kings School District (English 12AP) 
 

16 
 

Big ideas Essential 

Questions  

Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + 

criteria 

Activities/Resources 

pretending to be? 

Why or why not?  

 

Why does this 

play also 

demonstrate the 

genre of the 

supernatural? 

 

Analyzing 

character 

motivation.  

Discerning the 

differences 

between novels and 

plays  

 

 

 


